
Conclusion
This report shows that the Greater Pearl River Delta region has become 
one of the most economically dynamic regions in China. With its 
population of an estimated 60 million people and more than 20 fast 
growing cities such as Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Dongguan, the 
region has become an economic powerhouse of global significance.

In order to tap these opportunities, international investors need 
reliable facts and figures to support their decisions. As explained in this 
report, any statistics concerning the Chinese Mainland are subject to 
a number of issues and problems. This is particularly true of the Pearl 
River Delta region. The unique circumstances of the Greater Pearl 
River Delta region, particularly the vast influx of workers from other 
parts of China and the interaction between two Special Administrative 
Regions and an Economic Zone, puts a strain on traditional statistical 
methods. There is no unified data collection for the Greater Pearl River 
Delta region. This makes it a challenge to develop such data, especially 
in areas such as international trade, investment, and tourism, where 
simply adding the figures for Hong Kong, Macao, and the Pearl River 
Delta Economic Zone may be misleading.

Ch ina ’s  t rad i t iona l  s ta t i s t i ca l 
methods are ill-suited to deal with 
a mobile, dynamic population. This 
makes measurements of population 
and anything that is estimated on a 
per capita basis problematic in the 
Pearl River Delta Economic Zone. 
The result is that one must carefully 
reverse engineer the statistics that 
do exist in order to determine if the 
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proper regional definition is used. For some statistics, the breakdown 
that is needed to exclude the non-Pearl River Delta Economic Zone 
portions of some jurisdictions is not publicly available.

Methodological difficulties also exist with industrial statistics in the 
Pearl River Delta region. In particular, the mechanism for calculating 
gross industrial output substantially understates the values of the final 
goods produced by export processing. This can be seen in instances 
where a jurisdiction’s merchandise exports represent an unusually high 
percentage of its gross industrial output. Again, the Pearl River Delta 
region is distinctive in having the highest concentration of export 
processing operations in the Chinese Mainland and thus the biggest 
statistical problem.

One overarching conclusion is that the economic interaction between 
Hong Kong, Macao, and the Pearl River Delta Economic Zone makes it 
difficult to treat them as entirely separate economies from a statistical 
standpoint. Although each area is administered separately and each 
has its own customs area, one must view the region as a whole if 
one is to understand its strengths and potential. This is the emerging 
economic reality that should be reflected in any comparison between 
the region’s economy and other economies around the world.

Despite the difficulties of obtaining and analysing economic data 
concerning the Pearl River Delta, there is no doubt about the business 
opportunities for international investors. As China’s prosperity reaches 
new heights, the consumers of the Pearl River Delta have become avid 
purchasers of computers, mobile phones, private cars and a range of 
professional services. Because of their geographic proximity, Hong 
Kong-based providers of these goods and services are leading the way 
to meet this demand.

The Pearl River Delta is also a uniquely advantageous production base 
for exports to overseas markets and for the Chinese Mainland. In fact, 

Conclusion
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Hong Kong investors were the first to understand this and began to 
shift their manufacturing plants across the border when the region’s 
Special Economic Zones were set up in 1980. Today, the economic 
development of the Pearl River Delta is driven by thousands of foreign 
invested companies producing competitively at internationally 
recognised quality and process standards.

Hong Kong has always played a vital role in facilitating foreign direct 
investment and offers an unrivalled platform to take advantage of 
these opportunities. Its business environment and fundamentals – 
such as political stability and security, rule of law and independent 
judiciary, free flow of information and corruption-free government and 
many others – will continue to remain highly attractive to international 
investors. They can utilise the competitiveness of mainland China’s 
workforce, combined with the solid, established and convenient 
business infrastructure in Hong Kong to achieve success in the Greater 
Pearl River Delta.

Invest Hong Kong: The one-stop shop for investment 
support services

InvestHK helps companies access the opportunities in the Greater 
Pearl River Delta, by providing information, assistance and guidance 
on direct investment opportunities in Hong Kong. InvestHK’s sector 
specific experts guide potential investors through all stages of the 
investment process. Their business expertise includes:

Conclusion
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• Financial Services

• Business and Professional Services

• Information Technology

• Media and Multimedia

• Technology (especially Electronics and Biotechnology)

• Telecommunications

• Tourism and Entertainment

• Consumer, Retail and Sourcing

• Transportation

InvestHK has strong expertise on mainland China related investments 
and it maintains dedicated teams to promote direct investment from 
Beijing, East China and other provinces in China. There is also support 
on the ground through the Hong Kong Government’s Guangdong 
Economic and Trade Office, Beijing Liaison Office and the Economic 
and Trade Office in Shanghai and Chengdu.

InvestHK’s services include:

• Supply of the latest information on Hong Kong’s business 
environment and investment regime with special focus on the 
Pearl River Delta, including comprehensive economic sector 
profiles, business incorporation, contacts, human resources and 
availability and costings of real estate. 
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• Provision of government information on funding and other 
support services for business as well as on taxation, import 
and export regulations, government projects, employment 
legislation, and immigration requirements. 

• Identification and matching of potential investors in Hong 
Kong. Arrangement of meetings, site visits and calls on 
government departments as well as trade and industrial support 
organisations. 

• Help deal with government departments on matters such as 
visa applications, trademark registration, fire and environmental 
protection requirements and business incorporation. 

InvestHK not only helps in the research and decision-making processes, 
it is also committed to ensuring that these processes help a new 
business prosper. 

If you want to find out more about Hong Kong, please contact

Invest Hong Kong

Head Office
Suites 1501-09, Level 15 
One Pacific Place
88 Queensway, Hong Kong 
Tel: (852) 3107 1000
Fax: (852) 3107 9007
E-mail: enq@InvestHK.gov.hk
Website: www.InvestHK.gov.hk

China Business Team 
Loretta Lee, Head, China Business
Tel: (852) 3107 1017
Fax: (852) 3107 9007
E-mail: llee@InvestHK.gov.hk
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East China Investment Promotion Unit 
Raymond Chan, Head, East China Investment Promotion
Tel: (86) 21 6122 1237
Fax: (86) 21 6122 1468
E-mail: raymond_kk_chan@cab.gov.hk

North China Investment Promotion Unit 
Claudia Ma, Head, North China Investment Promotion
Tel: (852) 3107 1043
Fax: (852) 3107 9007
E-mail: cma@InvestHK.gov.hk

Joint Promotion Unit 
Tel: (852) 3107 1094
Fax: (852) 3107 9007
E-mail: atsui@InvestHK.gov.hk

Economic and Trade Offices

New York Office
Ivor Simpson, Senior Vice President, Investment Promotion
115 East 54th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10022, U.S.A.
Tel: (1-212) 752 3320
Fax: (1-212) 752 3395
E-mail: hketony@hketony.gov.hk 
Website: www.hongkong.org/new_york.html

San Francisco Office
Lawrence Tang, Deputy Director, Investment Promotion
130 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, CA 94104, U.S.A.
Tel: (1-415) 835 9300
Fax: (1-415) 421 0646
E-mail: hketosf@hketosf.gov.hk
Website: www.hongkong.org/san_francisco.html

Brussels Office
Siegfried Verstappen, Senior Investment Promotion Executive
Rue d’Arlon 118, 1040 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: (32-2) 775 0088
Fax: (32-2) 770 0980
E-mail: general@hongkong-eu.org
Website: www.hongkong-eu.org
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London Office
6 Grafton Street, London W1S 4EQ, UK 
Tel: (44-20) 7499 9821
Fax: (44-20) 7409 0647 
E-mail: general@hketolondon.gov.hk
Website: www.hketolondon.gov.hk

Tokyo Office
Carlos Y. Sasaki, Principal Consultant, Investment Promotion
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office Building
30-1 Sanban-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0075, Japan
Tel: (81-3) 3556 8961
Fax: (81-3) 3556 8960
E-mail: Invest@hketotyo.gov.hk
Website: www.hketotyo.or.jp

Beijing Office
No. 71 Di’anmen Xidajie, Xicheng District 
Beijing, China
Tel: (86-10) 6657 2880
Fax: (86-10) 6657 2062
E-mail: bjohksar@bjo-hksar.org.cn
Website: www.bjo.gov.hk

Guangdong Office
Law Sau Hang, Head, Investment Promotion Division
Flat 7101, Citic Plaza, 233 Tian He North Road 
Guangzhou, China
Postal Code: 510613
Tel: (86-20) 3891 1220
Fax: (86-20) 3891 1221
E-mail: general@gdeto.gov.hk
Website: www.gdeto.gov.hk

Sydney Office
Stephen Halliday, Consultant – Sydney
Level 1, Hong Kong House, 80 Druitt Street 
Sydney NSW 2000, Australia
Tel: (61-2) 9283 3222
Fax: (61-2) 9283 3818
E-mail: enquiry@hketosydney.gov.hk 
Website: www.hketosydney.org.au
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Overseas Consultants

Chicago
Charles Rowell, Principal Consultant 
John Hancock Centre, 875 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 3100 
Chicago, Illinois 60611, USA 
Tel: (1-312) 794 7827 
Fax: (1-312) 974 7828 
E-mail: crowell@roivision.com 

Canada
Shirley Wong, Principal Consultant, Investment Promotion
174 St. George Street
Toronto, Ontario M5R 2MT Canada
Tel: (416) 924 5544
Fax: (416) 924 3599
E-mail: shirley_wong@hketotoronto.gov.hk

Nordics
Kajsa Fung, Consultant
Wendels väg 2, S-436 50 Hovås, Sweden
Tel: (46-733) 86 7698
Fax: (46-733) 86 7637
E-mail: kajsa.fung@investhk.se

Germany
Geert Hovens, Investment Promotion Executive, Germany
St Vitusstraat 12, 5855 BM Well
The Netherlands
Tel: (31-478) 50 81 65
Fax: (31-478) 50 81 66
E-mail: ghovens@lancebv.com

France
Lorna Lennon, Investment Promotion Executive, France
9 Cité Dupetit Thouars, 75003 Paris, France
Tel: (33-1) 40 29 08 84
Fax: (33-1) 44 61 04 55
E-mail: llennon@bailiwickonline.com
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Italy
Stefano De Paoli, Investment Promotion Executive, Italy

Via del Mare, 47, 20142 Milano, Italy

Tel: (39-02) 8953 4108

Fax: (39-02) 8460 841

E-mail: stefano@depaoliassociati.com

Israel
Modi Ashkenazy, Senior Consultant

3 Daniel Frish St, 11th Floor

Tel Aviv 64731, Israel

Tel: (972) 3 691 1171

Fax: (972) 3 691 1172 

E-mail: modi.a@cukierman.co.il

Middle East
Rajiv Shah, Senior Consultant

A.F. Ferguson & Co

Suite 1106, Holiday Centre

P.O. Box 7219, Dubai, The United Arab Emirates

Tel: (971) 4 3318 856

Fax: (971) 4 3317 901

E-mail: rshah@afferguson.com

Korea
Jason Lee, Consultant

#201, 2F, Trade Tower, 159-1, Samsung-Dong

Kangnam-Ku, Seoul, Korea

Tel: (82-2) 6000 6320

Fax: (82-2) 551 7060

E-mail: jason@investhk.co.kr
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Western Japan
Tommy Hirano, Senior Consultant – Western Japan Consulting Office
c/o Hong Kong Trade Development Council
10/F Osaka Kokusai Building, 2-3-13 Azuchimachi
Chuo-Ku, Osaka 541-0052, Japan
Tel: (81-6) 4705 7019
Fax: (81-72) 876 8859
E-mail: westjpn@investhk.jp

Singapore
SITOH Yih Pin, Investment Promotion Director – Singapore
5 Shenton Way, #23-03 UIC Building
Singapore 068808
Tel: (65) 6538 8744
Fax: (65) 6538 8745
E-mail: sitoh@investhk.com.sg

India
Shammi Hattangdi, Senior Consultant, India
A.F. Ferguson & Co
Maker Tower ‘E’, 4th Floor, Cuffe Parade
Mumbai 400 005, India
Tel: (91-22) 2218 6412
Fax: (91-22) 2218 6567
E-mail: shammi@investhk-in.com

Melbourne
Cameron Boardman, Investor Promotion Consultant
Professional Chambers, Level 2
120 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000 Australia
Tel: (61-3) 9660 5788
Fax: (61-3) 9663 6609
E-mail: cameron.boardman@bigpond.com
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Immigration Department
Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road 
Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2824 6111
Fax: (852) 2877 7711
E-mail: enquiry@immd.gov.hk
Website: www.info.gov.hk/immd/index.htm

Companies Registry
13/F & 14/F, Queensway Government Offices
66 Queensway, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2234 9933
Fax: (852) 2596 0585
E-mail: crenq@cr.gov.hk
Website: www.info.gov.hk/cr/

Business Registration Office
4/F, Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road
Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 187 8088 / 2594 3146
Fax: (852) 2824 1482
E-mail: taxbro@ird.gov.hk
Website: www.info.gov.hk/ird/eng/tax/bre.htm

Inland Revenue Department
Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road
Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 187 8088
Fax: (852) 2877 1232
E-mail: tax@ird.gov.hk
Website: www.info.gov.hk/ird/

Hong Kong Trade Development Council
38/F, Office Tower
Convention Plaza
1 Harbour Road
Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 183 0668
Fax: (852) 2824 0249
E-mail: hktdc@tdc.org.hk
Website: www.tdctrade.com
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